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Dear colleagues,

Greater Manchester has always been a place where innovation thrives. From the
industrial revolution to today’s digital age, our city region has moved forward with
determination, collaboration, and ambition.

Today, artificial intelligence is powering a new industrial revolution. As with every major
economic and societal shift, cities and city regions will be at the forefront: convening
people, developing policy, and using technology to build more resilient cities, create
more responsive services, and keep citizens moving.

This June, Greater Manchester will host Global Al Cities 2026 — a world-class event to
inform, provide direction, and spark thought leadership and debate about the future our
people and businesses want, and the pivotal role Al-powered transformation will play in
shaping it. The eventis being held on 16-17 June 2026 and is free to attend for public
servants.

Working with leading public sector events, media and training organisation Global
Government Forum, this groundbreaking gathering will bring together those working in
cities —and wider public services around the world —to discuss how Al can unlock a new
model of people-first, tech-enabled placemaking.

The agenda has been developed to showcase pioneering examples of innovation.
Through inspiring panel sessions, open and engaging roundtable discussions between
leaders, and informal social events in truly Mancunian settings, Global Al Cities 2026
will act as a catalyst for change — providing attendees with relationships, knowledge and
inspiration to drive positive change.

Greater Manchester and the UK have an incredible innovation economy and a world-
class Al ecosystem. Manchester and Salford are recognised as the most Al-ready cities
in the UK outside of London. This event offers a truly unique partnership opportunity,
one which enables the responsible harnessing of Al to deliver inclusive growth, improve
lives, and ensure everyone can thrive in the digital age.



Yours sincerely,

Fom B

Andy Burnham

Mayor of Greater Manchester



